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Heart of Jesus, full of love, establish the kingdom of Thy love in all hearts! 
Detach us from the world and its foolish vanities! 
Live and reign, O triumphant Heart of Jesus! 
Mayest Thou be loved, praised and glorified by us forever! 
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Circular of Rev. P. Matheo 


To the Apostles of the Heart of Jesus, members of the 
foreign Secretariates, and promoters of the Social 
Reign of the Sacred Heart in Families. 


Great Feast of the Sacred Heart 


Friday, June 27, 1919. 





Sacred Heart of Jesus! 
Thy kingdom come! 


The adveniat regnum tuum is the fervent aspiration of our 
souls. The aim of our labors, the object of our zealous endeavors 
must be to create a practical will for the social recognition of the 
true Kingship of Jesus, and to procure it through love. For this 
purpose our associations exist. 

How are we then to promote this great cause on the occasion 
of the coming great Feast of the Sacred Heart, instituted at Jesus’ 
own request through Blessed Margaret Mary? What shall we do in 
order to celebrate worthily that great day, and deeply to enter 
into its spirit which must above all be one of thanksgiving or the 
great blessing of peace which God has vouchsafed to the world? 

We mutt prepare for Jesus, the King of love, a peerless triumph 
on the occasion of the Feast of His Sacred Heart. 

I. On Friday, June 27th, — we shall attest the triumph of 
Jesus’ love in our souls by receiving Holy Communion and urging 
others to do the same. This is to be our own personal apology, 
our own individual act of atonement, the homage of our faith 
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love and gratitude, to which the Heart of Jesus is entitled. 

II. On Friday, June 27th, the members of every family 
will solemnly renew together their act of consecration to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus. By this act they will proclaim that the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus reigns through the power of His love in 
those families. 

Is not the feast of the King, of the Friend, of the Head, a 
day of special celebration for the whole family? Let our heart 
therefore exult and rejoice under His sanctifying glance. Let us 
adorn His image with flowers, let us surround it with burning 
lights; let this blessed image cccupy the place of honor, espe- 
cially on that day. What sweet impressions this touching display 
will leave on the hearts of the children! 

III. Friday, June 27th, should moreover serve to advance 
and secure the triumph of Jesus in the parish and in the Catholic 
surroundings. 

The celebration should be a true festival. Altar and church 
should be decorated as on festive occasions. Everyone should 
help joyfully, and try to abstain as much as possible on that 
day from worldly cares and unnecessary business. It would be 
most appropriate to have hours of adoration * arranged for the 
members of the parish, so that on this day continual homage 
and atonement will be rendered to the Heart of Jesus. 

In our time more than ever before, it is most important that 
we make amends for the sullen indifference, the coldness and 
materialism which wields power over the world, and pray that it 
may never hold sway over our families, our parish. The Kingship 
of Jesus is shamefully ignored, we must re-establish it! 

Let this feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus excel all others 
in bringing to the front the necessity of acknowledging the Kingship 
of Jesus in the family, throughout the parish, and over Catholic 
nations. Let us not desist in our efforts until this idea has taken 
deep root everywhere. Should we not look upon this as being 
a duty of gratitude towards Him, the King of nations, the Master 
and Arbiter of their destinies, both temporal and eternal? To 


* COME LET US ADORE! Two hours of adoration in honor of the Sacred 
Heart reprinted from our “Adoration Book of the Blessed Sacrament.” You 
will treasure these prayers and find them most appropriate for visits to the 
Blessed Sacrament, especially during the month of June. Besides for private 
use, these prayers are so arranged as to be easily recited by two persons, or 
alternate choirs where the Holy Adoration is kept in common. Those who keep 
the Holy Hour or make the First Friday a day of particular devotion will be 
delighted with these prayers of “Praise” and “Atonement” to the Sacred Heart. 
See back cover for price. 
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whom is the world indebted for the great blessing of peace if 
not to Him, to His love and mercy? 

I therefore entreat you, dear apostles and promoters, use all 
your influence in your families and your surroundings to procure 
for the Heart of Jesus sincere and enthusiastic acclamations on 
the day of the Great Feast. You may take the subjoined formula 
as model of these acclamations. 


Public Acclamations of the Kingship of the Sacred Heart. 


If recited in church the priest (or in a family the father), reads the sentence 
of protestation: “We refuse etc.” those present respond: “For Thou, O Jesus, etc.” 


(All) “We acknowledge Thee, O Jesus, as our only Lord and 
Master, as the inexhaustible source of all virtues, of all beauty and 
power. Graciously vouchsafe to hearken to the accents of our 
heartfelt reparation. 


We refuse to admit that there can be order in society with- 
out God — 
(All) “For Thou, O Jesus, art the foundation of the social order!” 
There can be no progress without God — 
(All) “For Thou, O Jesus, art the law of true progress!” 
There can be no true civilization without God — 
(All) “For Thou, O Jesus, art the principle of civilization!” 
There can be no virtue of justice without God — 
(All) “For Thou, O Jesus, art all justice!” 
There can be no right apart from the idea of God — 
(All) “For Thou, O Jesus, art the fountain of all righteousness!” 


There can be no truth without God — 
(All) “For Thou, O Jesus, art the only substantial truth!” 

There can be no true love which does not rest on God — 
(All) “For Thou, O Jesus, art the uncreated love!” 

“To Thee, O Jesus, our Master and our King, honor, glory 
and power, in heaven and on earth, for ever and ever!” 


The above form of acclamations may be repeated after the 
solemn renewal of the act of consecration on the feast of the 
Sacred Heart, and if they prove acceptable to your Reverend 
Pastors we will readily supply you with as many copies as needed, 
in order through this solemn protestation to enhance the glory of 
the Heart of Jesus. 

Set down to your beloved task, dear apostles... Pave the 
way for the glorious celebration of Friday, June 27th... The 
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King of love is entitled to a veritable triumph, and your efforts 
and zeal must procure it for Him... Strain every nerve so that 
the desire of our Lord to be acknowledged and proclaimed King 
may be perfectly complied with. 

May your concerted action bring about a day of triumph on 
the coming Friday, June 27th, for the Sacred Heart of Jesus who 
loves your country and wishes to reign therein by His most 
Sacred Heart. P. Matheo, SS. CC. 


Oo DOS SOS 


An Appeal to Pious Mothers, to Christian 
Teachers, to Catholic Educators. 





The Apostolate of the Sacred Heart of Jesus through 
the Little Ones, His Benjamin Apostles. 


Who does not revel in the scene of inimitable beauty showing 
Jesus among the little ones? Who ever tires of beholding Him, the 
sweet yet solemn Master, calling, caressing and blessing the chil- 
dren?... See how His blessed glance rests in the eyes of the 
children, clear as the cloudless sky above... See how willing He 
shows Himself to accept, as a compensation for the coldness and 
indifference of the worldly ones, the affectionate simplicity of the 
children hurriedly following His footsteps in order to have the 
privilege of kissing His hallowed hand: a privilege readily granted 
to the little ones as well as to the humble and pure of heart... See 
how the mothers bring their infants to Jesus and place them on 
His knees whilst the innocent babes raise their tiny hands to 
Jesus whom their innocence has recognized as by instinct. 

Now, fancy to yourself how a few days later Jesus passes 
again through the same town accompanied by Peter, James and 
John and the other apostles. The children are playing in the 
byways; they raise their heads, they recognize Him. “There He 
comes!” they exclaim, “there He is!” 

“Who is coming?” “He, Jesus, the good Master.” Ah, lo! 
they rush to meet Him, they slip through the circle of the apostles, 
they surround Him, they hang on to His garments, and begin to 
entreat Him: “‘O good Master, hurry, come, there is my home.” 
“And there is mine, O Lord, please come quick. Oh, how tired 
you are, won’t you come in with us and rest?” says one. “My 
mama is sick, my papa is gloomy; | saw him crying this morning. 
Come, oh, please come at once!” 
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And the Lord smiles. He lets Himself be led by the hand 
here and there. The doors open wide before Him. His Heart 
overflows with tender emotions on seeing the splendid triumph 
of love that awaits Him, and all this prepared and devised by 
the ingenuity of His little Benjamins now become His apostles. 
And He heals, comforts, upholds, blesses, and everywhere imparts 
a share of that peace of which His Heart is full. 

How many of these fortunate children afterwards became the 
active apostles, nay, the martyrs of Jesus’ cause, of Jesus their 
great Friend! 


His Benjamin Apostles of Our Days. 


There is no reason why the scenes just described should not 
be re-enacted again and again, so much the more that the Heart 
of Jesus continues to entertain for the little ones the same tender 
sentiments, the same loving desires to be and remain forever the 
King of their hearts. Hence, do we call upon all good mothers, 
all pious teachers, all Christian educators, all the apostles of the 
Heart of Jesus, and also upon all children who enjoy the good 
fortune of knowing and loving the Adorable Master, to give a 
fresh reality to the tender relations of Jesus to the dear children.— 
How shall this be done? 

1. It is possible to cause the first-fruit of an apostolate of love 
to spring forth from the awakening tender feelings of the child. 
For this purpose, let the mother keep near the cradle of her infant 
an image of the Sacred Heart on which to rest its innocent glance. 
Then let the mother give the image to the child to kiss morning 
and night, at the same time saying in its name, until the little one 
itself can repeat the words: “Sacred Heart of Jesus, I love Thee! 
Thy kingdom come!” Let the mother ask her child to kiss the 
image for its papa. Each one of these kisses of love, each tender 
sentiment of the child will undoubtedly be received by the little 
Jesus as though they were so many gold pieces with which He may 
afterwards purchase and redeem the soul of the father and the big 
brothers. — Jesus never forgets. — And, may we not say it, what a 
practical object-lesson for the mother herself, for the older sisters, 
for the teachers and educators; there is no better way to learn a 
thing than by having to teach it to others. 

2. Children from eight to twelve yearsof age, must also 
become little apostles: for this again we rely on the parents and 
Christian educators, who in their respective circles exercise a 
powerful influence at home, in colleges and schools. Could they not 
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train their children to repeat three times in the morning and as many 
times in the evening, whilst kissing the Divine Heart with fervor, 
the invocation, “Sweet Heart of Jesus, I love Thee! Thy kingdom 
come!” Let it be agreed that all the children who are willing to 
be faithful to this pious practice will be considered as forming part 
of a “Child’s crusade to establish and spread the reign of the Heart 
of Jesus.” They may be termed the “Benjamins of the Heart of 
Jesus” and they will be expected to take to heart to increase the 
membership of their crusade among their companions, teaching 
them to adopt the practice of the official invocation. 

Could not these children pledge themselves every week to 
practice some special acts of devotion and obedience. Could they 
not, especially on Fridays, offer up some little sacrifice, abstain 
from some delicacies, etc., and if possible make a short visit to the 
Blessed Sacrament, with the intention that these practices should 
help to establish firmly the reign of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

3. Many among those children are privileged to approach 
the holy Table: let them offer up, every week or every month, to 
their convenience, a special Holy Communion for the same 
intention. 

4. Since, as a rule, the Act of Enthronement of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus is performed in the family-circle, we kindly request 
the parents to renew the family act of consecration on the festivals 
of the first Holy Communion, of the birthday or special anniver- 
saries of their children. 

Dear pious mothers, dear Catholic educators, and all who 
occupy a position of influence with children, and in general, all 
who have it at heart to mould a strong Christian generation, 
direét your efforts with your inferiors towards imparting to them 
the knowledge of Jesus, and do it in a truly concrete, praétical 
manner. 

Do not leave God out, and what is more, do not exclude Him 
from your teaching. 

Do not speak of God as though He were some vague, far- 
away personage. 

The children entrusted to your care must be and remain 
good Christians. Teach them, then, to know Christ Jesus. 

Speak to them plainly and unceasingly of Jesus; do it with 
deep faith and penetrating love. Encourage the children to speak 
to you of our Lord Jesus Christ, for Jesus, the Divine Crucified, 
is our King; He is our Master. He that knoweth Jesus knoweth 
the Father also (John xiv. 7; Luke x. 22). No one cometh to 
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the Father, but by Jesus (John xiv. 6). And it is Jesus who sends 
the Paraclete, the Holy Ghost (John xv. 26; xvi. 7). If anyone 
love Jesus, the Father also will love him and they will come to 
him and make their abode with him. 

Keep out of your teaching all that is meaningless and vague; 
point to the tabernacle and make the children realize that it is 
there heaven begins, because it is there that Jesus, the Son 
of the living God, the Son of the Immaculate Mother, lives truly 
and really. 

It is in this practical manner, pious mothers, Christian edu- 
cators, that you will train your children to become little saviors 
of their household, the apostles of love. 

Arouse in the hearts of the children a lively desire to make 
Jesus known in their surroundings, and should it be the case, 
unfortunately, that Jesus is still a stranger in the home of so 
many of our Catholic children, then let us introduce Him to the 
family and its members as did their little brothers in Judea and 
Galilee in days long gone-by. 

Jesus wishes to reign. He must reign. Let us introduce our 
children to this great cause, let us guide their efforts, and they 
will do much towards securing for Jesus the triumph of His love. 

P. Matheo, SS. CC. 


QO DOS OS 


Enthronement of the Sacred Heart 
in the Family. 





The Enthronement is the official and public acknowledgment 
of the sovereignty of the Sacred Heart of Jesus over the Christian 
family. To give a visible and permanent expression to this fealty, 
an image of the Sacred Heart, which has been previously blessed 
by the priest, is set up in the most prominent place of the house. 

By the act of Enthronement of the Sacred Heart the family 
complies with a duty of justice toward our Divine Savior who is, 
indeed, its King, its Lord and Matter, in virtue of His divine 
nature and His work of redemption. “You are bought with 
a great price.... We have redemption through His blood” 
(1. Cor. vi. 20; Col. i. 14). 

It is a binding duty on every truly Christian family to render 
solemn reparation to the King of love, by loudly proclaiming 
these divine rights of the Sacred Heart, — rights, which in our 
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present age are so shamefully violated and trodden under foot 
by a godless, perverted world. 

The Enthronement should therefore be a magnificent act of 
reparation : — 

For the attacks of the world against the sovereignty of Chris; 

For the secularization and dissolution of families; 

For the banishment of Christ from society, from public life 
and from the family. 

The Enthronement recalls Him at least into the family, by 
setting up the picture of the Sacred Heart, as on a throne. 

This Enthronement is a beautiful tribute of homage, acknowl- 
edging the loving dominion of Christ and offering His Sacred 
Heart a living throne from which He can really exercise His 
dominion. Before it we can find protection against the attacks 
of the world and its dangerous views regarding Christian families. 

However, there is question not merely of an exterior sign, 
beautiful though it be, nor of a mere act of homage, howsoever 
solemn. The outward ceremony mu&t mark the beginning of a 
life of faith and love. This enthronement must be lived. We 
should lead a life in common with the Divine Heart of Jesus, to 
whom by the Enthronement we give such a festive welcome. The 
Enthronement is nothing else than the consecration becoming an 
actual fact in our life... The consecration in itself may be looked 
upon as being a transitory act, whereas the Enthronement is like 
a fixed condition, a state, by virtue of which the holy Gospel 
becomes the guide, the rule and the soul of the home where the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus reigns supreme. 

By the Enthronement we invite our Lord as did the disciples 
of Emmaus: “Stay with us Lord! Be Thou our King, our Friend, 
our Confidante, our Counselor! Thou shalt preside on all occa- 
sions; without Thee nothing of importance shall be done. Our 
sufferings and joys, our sorrows and our happiness we shall share 
with Thee!” 

Not a Transient Act. 

It is evident that the Enthronement should not be a transient 
act. It should establish in the family a permanent condition of 
devotedness and love for the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Christ must 
reign over the members of the family that are consecrated to 
Him. In His surroundings, a truly Christian life, a life worthy of 
our chosen, honored King must be developed. Consequently, the 
sacraments are received more frequently and more devoutly; the 
enthroned picture becomes for the family the religious centre in 
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the home; before this image the evening devotions are held when- 
ever possible; there the family delights to seek enlightenment in 
difficulties and comfort in trials. But to produce these effects, the 
Enthronement must be lived, and its spirit constantly nourished. 

We call special attention to one way of keeping alive the 
fragrance of the first Enthronement in the family: — the frequent 
renewal of the act of consecration itself in presence of the whole 
family. This renewal may take place especially on the anniver- 
sary of the first celebration, on the principal feast of the Sacred 
Heart, on the first Friday, on the name-day of the father, mother 
and children, on the occasion of a firs Holy Communion, etc. 

Thus these family festivals become the occasion of touching 
demonstrations of love for our Lord and for the members of the 
family among themselves. At different times we have had oppor- 
tunity to observe the deep emotion elicited by the thought that 
on such and such a day, at such and such an hour, on occasion 
of their name-day, the impressive ceremony of the Enthronement 
would be renewed in the family. Purest joy would beam from 
every countenance. All occupy themselves about the venerated 
image of the King and Friend of the home, which is surrounded 
by the photographs of the absent or departed members. One 
member of the family brings flowers, another candles, a third is 
busy with a tasty decoration of the picture of the Sacred Heart. 
The whole family is in a state of joyful expectancy. 

The day which has been impatiently awaited at length arrives. 
In the morning the family goes to church, assists at Holy Mass, 
receives Holy Communion, and prays fervently for the member 
whose feast is being celebrated. Having returned home, all 
assemble at the appointed time before the image of the Sacred 
Heart, offer Him their homage, sing pious hymns, renew their 
promise of love and loyalty, pray for the living and departed 
members of the family, and give full vent to the impulses of 
true and profound piety. 

The deceased are not forgotten. What an inspiring idea thus 
to unite the family with their dear departed! What a sermon of 
sublimest virtue of faith, hope and charity! What an excellent 
guidance to fidelity toward the dead! 

After the lapse of many years the impression made‘by these 
family festivals will call forth loving and tender recollections<in 
the hearts of all who have taken part in them. They willfalso be an 
effectual means to deepen our love for our holy religion,‘and'to 
bind more closely the bond of family union. 
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But we repeat: In order that the Enthronement can bring 
forth fruit, it muSt be lived. Jesus must really be invited for all 
the individual occurrences of the family life, that is, we must ask 
Jesus to sanctify all the details of the home life by His blessed 
presence. He mutt really preside everywhere; everything must be 
done beneath His eyes, as it were, and according to His desires. 

Can any one undervalue the importance of such a work? 
The family is the root, the foundation of human society. From 
it proceeds the welfare or destruction of Christian society. If we 
wish to restore society, we must begin with the home. Let us 
gain every family, one by one, for the King of love, that new 
vigor, a new spirit may pervade it. Divine Providence has de&tined 
to accomplish this wonderful renovation of the family by the 
Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the home. 


S$ OO OS 


Enthronement or Consecration ? 





This article is taken from the OEuvre de l’Intronisation, the official inter- 
national publication of the Enthronement. 


Rev. P. Matheo has been propagating his work all over the 
world under the title of the “Enthronement.” Italy alone is an 
exception. Everywhere else the people like the name of “En- 
thronement.” In all countries, people agree that the name is well 
chosen, because ‘“‘Enthronement” expresses exactly the end of this 
practice, viz., the supreme reign of the Sacred Heart in the family, 
by the outward ceremony of the erection of the blessed picture 
in a place of honor as on a throne of love. It is true, some 
objections were made at first, but they disappeared after the 
masterly refutation of His Eminence Cardinal Billot. 

“You ask me,” wrote Cardinal Billot to Rev. P. Matheo, “for 
a word of recommendation for the work of the Enthronement of 
the Sacred Heart in the home. This word which I would have 
given you unhesitatingly at the mere mention of so beautiful a 
title, | now give enthusiastically... What does the name invite 
us to do? To enthrone, i. e., set up in a place of honor the 
picture of the Sacred Heart as an acknowledgment of the sov- 
ereignty of Jesus over the whole family and its every individual 
member... I know this very name has been the cause of an 
attack upon you, but I also know of a certainty that all those 
reasons set forth have no weight whatever.” 
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We were, therefore, and are Still, in possession of the title 
“Enthronement,” which is used everywhere with the exception 
of Italy. But at present, voices are heard that disturb this 
peaceful possession, cause uneasiness among the most devoted 
friends of the work of Father Matheo, and threaten to hinder 
seriously its development in the countries where the name “En- 
thronement” is used. 


Some of the Attacks. 


First, that of the Rev. P. Masella, Director of the Apostleship 
of Prayer at Rome and since the recent letter of the Pope, Director 
for Italy of the work of the Enthronement. In his booklet on the 
Consecration of families to the Sacred Heart (1917), he says, 
speaking of the work of Rev. P. Matheo: “The work of the 
Consecration of the families to the Sacred Heart, which title the 
Holy See prefers to that of the Enthronement of the Sacred 
Heart in the homes.” 

Secondly, the Messenger of the Sacred Heart, Organ of the 
Apostleship of Prayer in France, says in the March issue of 1918: 
“May we add — as we hear from Rome, from a very trustworthy 
source — that the name preferred by His Holiness Pope Benedict 
XV. is ‘Consecration of families to the Sacred Heart,’ the name 
always used by us.” 

Thirdly, the Messenger of the Sacred Heart for Ireland, which 
in its number of June 1918, publishes an article in which it 
would have us understand that the Rev. P. Matheo has only taken 
up the work of the Consecration of families as it has been prac- 
ticed by the Apostleship of Prayer before the year 1907. It adds 
that one “has simply put the name ‘Enthronement’ in the place 
of ‘Consecration’ and this without authority to do so,” and pre- 
tends also that the Pope has expressed the wish that the title 
“Consecration” should be used. 

Fourthly, the Messenger of the Sacred Heart for Holland, 
also in its issue of June 1918, printed in large type that the Holy 
Father expressed the clear wish that in future the word “Con- 
secration” be used instead of “Enthronement.” The editor gives 
as his reference, the Director of the Apostleship at Toulouse. 

Fifthly, the Messenger of the Sacred Heart for Italy, in the 
number of October 1918, reprints approvingly an article of the 
Monitor EcclesiaStico in which we read: “Let us note that in 
the regulations of the Holy See, especially in the decree of the 
S. Penitentiary of March 1st, and in the letter of the Secretary 
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of State of May 10th, the name or title ‘Enthronement’ invented 
only in the last ten years, was avoided and the old title ‘Conse- 
cration of the families to the Sacred Heart,’ alone was used, under 
which title the work has been proposed and spread ‘by the 
Apostleship of Prayer’ since 1882.” 

The above assertions embody two complaints: 

1s, that “Enthronement” is not the title preferred by the 
Holy See. 

2d, That it is not the title given to it by the Apostleship 
of Prayer, or, as others put it, it was invented by Rev. P. Matheo 
in 1907. : 

In view of these objections, which — we repeat — greatly 
interfere with the good work, we prove: 

a. That the work of Rev. P. Matheo, is entirely different 
from the work of consecration practiced by the Apostleship of 
Prayer since 1882; 

b. That the Holy Father desires the work of Rev. P. Matheo, 
which he was so kind as to call “his own,” to be spread every- 


where. 
Our Proofs. 


As to the second assertion, that this title was not used by 
the Apostleship of Prayer, but was invented by Father Matheo 
in 1907, will say that the proofs are clear and conclusive. It 
is simply this: The work of Rev. P. Matheo is quite different and 
always has been from the simple consecration of families that 
was in use before him. Let the reader kindly study the definition 
of the “Enthronement” on page 41 of this issue, and then tell 
us whether this definition can be applied to the work of the “con- 
secration” of families as it was practiced before Rev. P. Matheo. 

There remains the first objection, that the Holy Father pre- 
fers “consecration.” 

Father Masella in his booklet fails to give the proof — by a 
regrettable oversight. The French Messenger gives as reference 
“a very trustworthy source” adding that they learned it from Rome. 
The Irish and Dutch Messengers refer to the documents of the 
Holy See which use the word “consecration.” Let us examine 
this reason. 

1. Let us note, that the first of these documents to which 
the Italian Messenger calls our “special” attention, saying that 


it does not use the word “Enthronement” actually does use it 
as a subtitle. The decree of March 1st, has these words: “Qua- 
esita circa Indulgentias adnexas piae praxi consecrandi familiam 
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Sacratissimo Cordi Jesu (vulgo Inthronizatio) — The inquiry con- 
cerning the indulgences connected with the pious practice of 
consecrating the family to the Sacred Heart of Jesus (commonly 
called Enthronement).” 

2. While the word “Enthronement” is not used in the doc- 
uments of the Holy See, neither is the word “consecration” alone, 
without further addition, used in most places. This word is nearly 
always accompanied by an explanatory expression which reStriéts 
its meaning to the work of Rev. P. Matheo, i. e., to the ““Enthrone- 
ment.” It is easy to show this. 

From the letter addressed to Rev. P. Matheo by Pope Bene- 
dict XV. on April 27, 1915, we quote: “You have applied your- 
self for a number of years to the work of the consecration of 
families to the Sacred Heart, so that, with His picture erected in 
the most honorable place of the home, as on a throne, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord might reign visibly in the Catholic households.” 

Excerpts from letters to her Excellency, the Duchess de la 
Conquista also contain the explanatory sentences: “...to promote 
the consecration of families to the Heart of Jesus, by erecting 
His blessed picture, as it were on a throne of sovereignty and 
glory, viz., in the most honorable and most beautiful place in the 
home” (Feb. 21, 1916). 

“..social and domestic customs seem to be unfavorable to 
the ceremony which is required, to expose the piéture of the Sacred 
Heart in a prominent place. The spirit of Christian courage will, 
therefore, have to show itself for this beautiful form of devotion 
to the Sacred Heart” (March 16, 1917). 

We could add other quotations. It is clear from all the 
documents, that the work which the Pope calls the “‘Consecration 
of the families” is the very work of Rev. P. Matheo, and not the 
work which the Apostleship of Prayer has promoted since 1882. 
Therefore, in the letter to the Duchess de la Conquista, quoted 
above, the Holy Father continues: 

“This pious undertaking carries out faithfully the vivid desire 
we have expressed already on former occasions, and in an especial 
manner in the letter of April 27th of last year to the Rev. P. 
Matheo Crawley-Boevey, Founder of the meritorious work of the 
consecration of the Catholic families to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.” 

Rev. P. Matheo himself wrote to the bishops of France in 
May 1915 as follows: “Will your Lordship kindly allow me on 
this occasion to make a short explanation concerning the title 
‘Enthronement’ which is not found in the Latin text of the Papal 
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letter. The secretary of the Pope came to see me twice, being 
sent by His Holiness before the letter was finally written, and he 
told me that if the word ‘Enthronement’ was not there literally 
translated, it was merely owing to the fact that in Latin there is 
no classic and correct equivalent for it, and that its omission 
was not intended as a disapproval of the title of the work which 
in the vernacular languages, French, Spanish, English, etc., ex- { 
presses exactly the idea of this apostolate.” ; 

3. In the French documents concerning the work, the Holy 
See has always admitted the title “Enthronement” (Apostolic 
blessing, March 10, 1911; blessing given to the Congregation of 
Picpus, June 1917); and has itself used it several times particu- 
larly in the letter of His Eminence Cardinal Gasparri to Rev. P. 
Matheo, Sept. 25, 1916; in the letter of His Eminence Cardinal 
Merry del Val to the President of the League of Catholic Ladies 
of Uruguay, June 13, 1914. 

4. Let us note, further, that the Holy Father knows well that 
Rev. P. Matheo is propagating this work everywhere under the 
title of Enthronement, and yet, neither in the numerous documents 
which he has addressed to the apostle, nor in any of the several 
audiences that he has granted him, nor in any other document 
as far as we know, has the Sovereign Pontiff ever disapproved 
of this title, or expressed his desire, or his preference for the word 
“consecration.” 

In one of these audiences (June 1916), the Holy Father said 
to Father Matheo: “My son, labor unremittingly in this provi- 
dential crusade. I want you to do it everywhere... You will 
encounter suspicions and contradictions, but go ahead! The 
Heart of Jesus will reign. This work intereSts me very deeply; 
I wish that it be carried on everywhere.” But the Pope does not 
speak of changing the title. — 

5. Let us remark, finally, it is not to be wondered at when 
the Holy Father does not use the word “Enthronement” in the 
documents destined for Italy alone, and written in Italian, as it 
is in the case with the second document on which the Monitore 
Ecclesia&tico insists. We know, in fact, that Italy alone has not 
accepted this title for linguistic reasons, and that in Italy with 
the full acquiescence of Rev. P. Matheo, the work is propagated 
under the title “Solemn Consecration of the family to the Sacred 
Heart through the recognition of His sovereignty of Love.” 

This is also the reason why, in documents destined for the 
whole world, Italy included, the Holy See does not use the word 
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“Enthronement,” which, moreover, has no exact equivalent in 
classic Latin. This is what the Pope told the Rev. P. Matheo in 
connection with the letter of April 27, 1915, and what the Aéa 
Pontificia on May 25, 1915, expressed in these words: “Hence 
the perfect fitness and propriety of the title of this work En- 
thronement of the Sacred Heart in the homes, a title well-expressed 
in several languages, although in Latin and in Italian recourse 
must be had to a free rendering since in these languages we 
cannot find a word ‘Enthronement’ which is the proper word to 
express the manner and purpose of this apostolate.” 

After these proofs, let us repeat the question: Does the Holy 
See prefer the word “consecration”? or did the Holy See express 
that desire of which the Messengers speak? 

We answer with an emphatic “No,” when countries other 
than Italy are concerned. 

No document supports the claims of the Messengers; on the 
contrary, the name “Enthronement” is well supported, has great 
value in itself, and enjoys an almost universal popularity. We 
once more point out the double meaning of the expression: “pre- 
ferred at Rome,” — for Italy, yes; for other countries: — No 
proof whatever. 

With our friends, we deeply deplore a campaign which, outside 
of Italy, cannot but check the rapid rise of the beautiful work 
of which the Holy Father has said, that it is the dawn of the bright 
day when Christ will reign over the world. We continue, therefore, 
to make use of this beautiful title, Enthronement and we ask our 
friends not to be disturbed by rumors with so little foundation. 
It is quite clear from all the papal documents that the Pope 
desires the work of Rev. P. Matheo to be spread everywhere. 


The Decisive Word of the Holy Father. 


After the foregoing article had gone to press, we received this 
decisive information from France. His Eminence Cardinal van Rossum 
on January 16, 1919, communicated the following to Rev. Joachim 
Kaptein, SS. CC., Director of the Work of Enthronement in Holland. 


This morning in my official audience, I had the good 
opportunity to ask the Holy Father concerning his actual 
intentions with regard to the name of the work. I told His 
Holiness that already previously, before anyone had yet 
spoken of Enthronement, simple consecrations of families 
to the Sacred Heart were known and promoted: Now a 
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difference of opinion has arisen. Some hold that His 
Holiness desires instead of Enthronement of the Sacred 
Heart, the term Consecration of Families to the Sa- 
cred Heart to be used. It would therefore be desirable 
for His Holiness to state positively his intentions in order 
to prevent useless and harmful discussions. 


The Holy Father replied that it was not at all his 
intention to prohibit, not even to declare or consider as 
less appropriate, the name Enthronement, especially 
where that name had already been adopted and is used. 
‘‘My intention,’’ the Holy Father said, ‘‘does not carry 
further than Italy, because in the Italian language the 
word ‘Intronizazione’ does not sound well. In Spanish 
this word sounds much better. (His Holiness is well 
versed in that language.) Let them continue to use the 
term Enthronement undisturbedly. After all,’’ His Holi- 
ness added, ‘‘little depends upon the name. But we 
attach great importance to the fact that it be not 
merely a passing Consecration of the family to the 
Sacred Heart, a little family-feast which tomorrow 
perhaps is forgotten: but that in reality Jesus be 
placed upon a throne in the family, that in very 
truth He remain there as King. For this purpose, and 
as far as can be done, the family should daily assemble 
before the throne of the Sacred Heart to recite prayers 
in common, for instance the Rosary, to offer to the King 
of the Family the tribute of adoration and love. 

‘Very willingly do We give your Eminence the per- 
mission, (His Holiness concluded) to give this information 
in Our Name.” 


+ G. M. Cardinal van Rossum 
Prefect of the Propaganda. 
Rome, January 16, 1919. 


QO DOSS 


NOTICE — Many of the readers of ‘‘Tabernacle and Purgatory”’ 
may wish for another copy of this June edition. To supply this 
demand we have printed several thousand extra copies. If you 
wish to order another of this June edition, which is devoted ex- 
elusively to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, kindly enclose eight cents 
in your letter, and it will be forwarded to any address in the 
United States. 
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The Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo., 
Centre in the United States for the 
Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in Families. 





When Pius X., of blessed memory, threw open the tabernacles 
of the world, even to children, Holy Church expected an universal 
reawakening of faith and religious fervor. A golden era of 
Christian life was hailed. Alas! this happy renovation is not 
being realized. Why? Hell foresaw the untold good devout and 
frequent Communion would effect, and ever on the alert to destroy 
souls, laid the seductive snare of the “smutty” cinematograph. The 
uncensored film has proved Satan’s deadly bait to entrap souls. 
Nor is the evil prevalent only in large cities. With surprising 
boldness the questionable film presses forward to the most secluded 
hamlet. No village, however obscure, is spared from its defiling 
influence. Today the rush is for the picture show. The feverish 
fascination created by the vulgar photo-play quickly destroys 
all relish for more refined amusement, and soon creates an 
appetite even for suggestive and sinful representations. 

What has resulted? Alluring movies have dried up the spirit 
of devotion and prayer in the best of homes. Families hitherto 
assembled for evening prayer and the recitation of the rosary — 
now all is excitement to be in time for the screen productions. 
Not fervent prayer, but vanity and immodest fashions completely 
engross the attention of all. Nor are the young alone guilty of 
this frivolity. “It is astonishing,” wrote a learned prelate, “to 
see old men and women, as well, crowd about the theatre doors — 
to see the pictures!” Does this amusement foster the spirit of 
mutual love, contentment and happiness in the family circle? 
Far from it. Conclude the evil consequences of the “movie 
fever” from this sad instance which recently came to my knowledge. 

“Formerly, my wife was a faithful, home-loving mother” a dis- 
heartened husband complained. “She assisted Mass frequently, 
received the sacraments often and was all interest for the welfare 
and Catholic education of our children. She witnessed a few 
photo-plays. At first the productions had no special attraction. 
Several more, and the allurement to the theatre has now become 
so strong that she cannot resist. Every night she must see the 
movie. She will not leave until all the reels have been shown; then 
she goes to another theatre.” This once exemplary wife and mother 
is today a “movie-fiend.” The consequences — a most unhappy 
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family, a dissatisfied husband, neglected education of the children. 
The spirit of piety, of contentment and mutual love is banished 
from that home. Could not thousands relate similar cases? 

Such persons desire to be nominal Catholics, but how cold 
and distracted is their Sunday worship! To the shortest and 
latest Mass — is their motto. Our pleasure-loving generation would 
defy Holy Scripture and endeavor to serve God and mammon. 
What effect can the sacraments produce in such superficial 
souls? Alas, our dear Lord Himself is handicapped. 

The present trend of our age, if allowed to continue unchecked, 
will eventually bring ruin to Holy Church; for vocations to the 
sacred priesthood and religious life will not thrive in the atmos- 
phere of such worldly homes. Is there no remedy? Yes, God 
comes to our aid, and by the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart 
in the family, He would bring the home under the loving, mer- 
ciful influence of His Divine Heart. He desires to make the home 
a sanctuary. Instead of frivolous amusements, He wishes to be 
the centre of attraction. Let our Lord reign as King in your 
home, His benign influence will lessen the influence of worldli- 
ness, and relight the smouldering embers of faith and love. The 
sanctity of matrimony will be safeguarded; by the family gatherings 
around the image of the Friend and Master, the spirit of prayer 
will again be revived, the holy Gospel will become the guide, 
the rule and the soul of the home where the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus reigns supreme. 

Rev. P. Matheo, the founder and apostle of this heaven-sent 
practice, was miraculously cured in the convent church of Paray 
le Monial, the sanctuary of the Sacred Heart, and chosen as the 
apostle of the Enthronement. From there he went directly to 
Rome, to have his mission sanctioned. Pius X. listened with 
intense interest to Father Matheo’s project, then said: “My son, 
as the Vicar of Christ on earth, I not only give you permis- 
sion, but command you to traverse the whole world to preach, 
to announce the Gospel, and to conquer for the Heart of Jesus, 
the sanctuary of every family, by spreading your work of the 
Enthronement everywhere.” 

After the death of Pius X. Father Matheo again went to 
Rome to obtain the approval and blessing of Benedict XV. His 
Holiness likewise manifested deep interest in the undertaking of 
the zealous apostle. The Pope at once recognized Father Matheo’s 
sublime mission and presented him with a beautiful autograph 
letter which contains this striking passage, “At present, in faét, 
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Rev. Father Matheo Crawley —- B. SS. CC. 

“Live, mo&t Sacred Heart of Jesus! Thy Kingdom come!” 
nothing is more timely than your undertaking.” His Holiness 
then requested the noble and saintly priest to devote himself 
unceasingly to the propagation of this work throughout the world. 

On another occasion when Father Matheo visited Rome, he 
had a lengthy audience with the Holy Father, who conversed 
with him for three quarters of an hour on the work of Enthrone- 
ment. In conclusion Pope Benedict said: “Go, Father, go forth 
into the whole world and unceasingly preach this crusade of love 
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everywhere. You will meet with obstacles: such is the fate of 
every great undertaking, but lay special stress on the fact that it is 
the will of the Pope, that this salutary work should be propagated 
throughout the world for the welfare of the Christian people.” 

On September 25, 1916, Rev. P. Matheo received the follow- 
ing letter from His Eminence Cardinal Gasparri: 

“With joy the Holy Father has perceived your efforts to 
spread devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus in Christian families. 
His Holiness desires that this noble and holy beginning, this 
salutary devotion of which you are the apostle, may bring forth 
most abundant fruit for life everlasting. May the spirit of Christ 
reign more and more completely over the souls of those families 
in which the Sacred Heart of Jesus is enthroned as King, to 
sanétify and raise them nearer to God.” 

When the work of the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus in the family came to our knowledge some years ago, 
we felt convinced that Divine Providence had destined this holy 
work especially for our times as a means to effect this renewal 
of the Christian life in the family. Realizing the great glory for 
God, and the incalculable benefit for families which would result 
from this crusade of love, we felt impelled to procure the widest 
propagation in the United States for this magnificent work, the 
Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the family. 

At our request, Rev. Father Matheo gladly appointed our 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, a Centre for the 
United States. A community of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and 
Mary also have a Centre in Fairhaven, Massachusetts.* Last 
August we published his letter of authorization; the following 
extracts from recent correspondence will doubtless interest our 
readers. His simple, touching words give unmistakable proof 
that he is animated by the love of the King of Love for whom 
he is destined to win the love of all hearts. 


Paray le Monial, FRANCE 
December 23, 1918. 
Reverend and esteemed Father, 
Both your letters of July 5th and 
September 28th have been a source of real pleasure to me. 
Indeed, I bless your zeal and apostleship with all my heart, 
I hope that the Sacred Heart of our Divine Lord will crown 
with success all that you strive to do for His glory. 
Surely much good can be done by your review “‘Tabernacle 


*It may be more convenient for those in the East to order literature and 
pictures for the Enthronement from the Centre at Fairhaven, Mass. 
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and Purgatory”... I shall also send you the French review, 
“‘Le regne Social du Sacre Cceur.’”’ In this present number of 
January, all difficulties aroused concerning the difference exist- 
ing between ENTHRONEMENT and the SIMPLE CONSECRA- 
TION to the Sacred Heart, are explained clearly; for, it is NOT 
a simple ceremony, but aims to establish the permanent do- 
minion of the Divine Heart in the home. 

From your letters, | gather that you have understood 
splendidly the true spirit of the Enthronement, and God will- 
ing, your apostleship will bear abundant fruit. 

Above all, do not get discouraged at difficulties and remem- 
ber that nothing grand or stable is ever brought to a good term 
without the “‘Cross.’’ Therefore, difficulties and contradictions 
are the sign of God’s blessing upon the work. 

All your intentions are remembered at Paray le Monial. 
Believe me, in the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, 

Ever faithfully yours, 
P. Matheo Crawley — B. SS. CC. 


Biarritz, France, March 3, 1919. 
Reverend dear Father, 


Your kind and most welcome letter gave 
me the greatest pleasure... 

I feel so happy to send you my best congratulations for all 
your ideas... you understand my way of conceiving the spirit 
of the Enthronement perfectly well. 

We must obtain that Jesus through His Love, becomes the 
Head of the family, the Dearest and most Intimate Friend; so 
that each home may be His own home!... 

I wish you to get in touch with good institutions for locat- 
ing centres in the United States, South and West. You can do 
a great deal of good in those immense countries; you know 
better than I do the proper places to establish Secretariates, 
everywhere you will judge it necessary. You may freely pro- 
ceed to spread your action, especially by the strong apostleship 
of communities as yours — the Benedictine Convent of Clyde 
and Fairhaven, being the two principal centres around which 
you might group all the other Secretariates. May I count on 
you to do all in your power! 

Go ahead! for the Sacred Heart! To be His real apostles, 
we must bend under the contradictions coming from every 
part of the world: that shows us that our work is His!... 
I know by experience how much His grace sustains and cheers 
up, and helps to get through the grievous way with Our Lord. 
We must fear nothing with Him! He has joined us to pro- 
mote His Kingdom of Love, He will bless us together as we 
do and will all for His Reign and Glory! 

Please write to me as often as you can. 

Yours faithfully in Corde Jesu, 
P. Matheo Crawley- B. SS. CC. 
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The Image of the Sacred Heart in the Home. 





The bloody world war, the nations’ incomprehensible estrange- 
ment from God, the swelling tide of revolution, the increasing 
signs of persecution of Holy Church, the ever greater apostasy 
from faith and morals, — all this indicates that we are living in 
the “latter times.” Like dreadful lightning flashes, the judgments 
of God descend upon the earth with ever-increasing frequency. 

The believing Christian must not despair, ‘:owever, because 
for our unhappy times, too, God has prepared a healing and 
saving remedy — devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Holy 
Church, guided by the Spirit of light, presents to mankind the 
Divine Heart of our Redeemer as the only means of salvation. 

More than fifty years ago the saintly Pius IX. repeatedly 
proclaimed to the world that the Sacred Heart of Jesus is its 
only salvation, and Leo XIII. consecrated the whole human race 
to the Adorable Heart. This consecration, requested by our Lord 
Himself through a highly privileged soul, was an event of most 
sublime significance; it was an act unique in the history of the 


Church. 
Touching are the words of Pope Leo XIII. in his eloquent 


encyclical on the occasion of this universal consecration: “When 
the primitive world was oppressed beneath the yoke of the Caesars, 
there appeared to a youthful emperor a Cross in the heavens as 
a symbol and cause of the glorious victory soon to follow. Today, 
also, another blessed and heavenly sign presaging happiness is 
presented to our eyes, — the most Sacred Heart of Jesus, sur- 
mounted by a Cross, surrounded by flames, and radiant with 
dazzling splendor. In this Divine Heart we should place all our 
hope, from It the salvation of mankind should be confidently 


b ht.” 
es OMost Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on us!” is the 


ejaculation which Pope Pius X. directed to be repeated thrice 
after each low Mass. This is a cry for help, a cry of distress of 
Holy Church. The Divine Heart of Jesus will be our comfort, 
our refuge, in the present tribulations; It will mitigate the just 
judgments from sinful humanity, for the Sacred Heart of our 
Savior alone can avert the arrows of divine vengeance and pacify 
the wrath of God. 

Like a consoling star of hope, the devotion to the Sacred 
Heart rises in its radiant beauty to guide struggling humanity 
tossed by the roaring billows of infidelity, revolt and sensual 
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gratification, that threaten to engulf mankind in the infernal 
abyss. The wilder surge the angry billows, the brighter shines 
this saving star; it sheds its gentle lustre on the most remote and 
deserted quarters of the globe, on the most secret and ignorant 
of human hearts. 

Our Divine Savior attached many graces and blessings to 
the veneration of the image of His Adorable Heart. May the 
following explanation serve to stimulate the faithful to use the 
benediction-bringing image for their salvation, according to our 
Lord’s desire. 


The Symbols to Surround the Image of His Sacred Heart 
Were Revealed by Our Lord. 


Among the revelations made by our Lord to Blessed Margaret 
Mary Alacoque concerning the various practices whereby He 
desires to be honored by men, one referred to the contrivance 
of an image of His Sacred Heart. We may say, with truth, the 
representation of the Divine Heart was designed by our Savior 
Himself. Let us hear the confidante of these marvelous revela- 
tions describe the vision during which was disclosed to her the 
essential outlines after which the image of the Sacred Heart 
should be made. 

“One day on the feast of St. John the Evangelist after having 
received from my Divine Savior a favor similar to that bestowed 
upon the beloved disciple, of reposing on the bosom of our 
Lord, the Divine Heart was represented to me on a throne of fire 
and flames, shedding on every side rays brighter than the sun, 
and transparent as crystal. The wound which He received upon 
the Cross appeared there visibly; a crown of thorns encircled the 
Adorable Heart, and It was surmounted by a cross. 

“These instruments of His Passion signified, as my Divine 
Master gave me to understand, that it was His unbounded love 
for man which had been the source of all His sufferings. From 
the first moment of His incarnation all these torments had been 
present to Him, and from the first instant the Cross had been 
planted in His Heart. From that moment He accepted all the 
pains and humiliations which His sacred humanity was to suffer 
during the course of His mortal life, and even the outrages to 
which His love for men would expose Him till the end of time 
in the Blessed Sacrament. He revealed to me afterwards that it 
was the great desire of disclosing to them His Heart, and of giving 
them in these ‘latter times’ this last proof of His love, by proposing 
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to them an object and a means so calculated to win their love. 
He opens to them His Sacred Heart with all the treasures of love, 
mercy and grace of sanctification and salvation which It contains.” 


Promises for Those Who Venerate the Image 
of the Sacred Heart. 


Our Divine Savior assured Blessed Margaret Mary that He 
takes a singular pleasure in being honored under the represen- 
tation of the Heart of flesh, in order thereby to touch the insensible 
hearts of men. Even for dwellings and private devotion, says 
Blessed Margaret Mary, our Lord desires such images to be made, 
in order that all who wish to offer Him special homage may 
have a representation in their homes. 

As motives for venerating the image of the Sacred Heart, 
our Lord mentions two in particular: first, the blessings, and 
graces connected therewith; secondly, as a foundation for hope 
in the distress of “latter times.” 

“For this” continued the privileged Visitandine, “He promised 
to pour into the hearts of all who venerate His image the fulness 
of gifts with which His Sacred Heart abounds, and wherever 
this image should be exposed for special veneration, it would 
draw down upon the place every kind of blessing.” Further- 
more, all who should contribute to afford Him this joy would be 
blessed with graces of sanctification and salvation in superabund- 
ant measure. Let us, likewise, comply with the ardent desire 
of our Savior, and distribute with open hands beautiful pictures 
of His amiable Heart. Blessed Margaret Mary wrote to a superior 
who caused the first picture of the Sacred Heart to be drawn: 
“For this service our Lord will engrave your name into His Heart 
ineffaceably; the other rewards I am not permitted to reveal to 


you.” 
The Picture of the Sacred Heart Should 
Enkindle Our Love for God. 


The sentiments which a picture of the Sacred Heart should 
incite in our souls may easily be inferred from the symbols with 
which our blessed Lord Himself wished to surround His image. 
First, the flames bursting forth and enveloping It, show the vehe- 
ment love wherewith It has loved and continually loves us. “Behold 
the Heart that has loved men so much,” our Lord exclaimed to 
Blessed Margaret Mary. In order to conquer man’s indifference 
and to leave no excuse for ignorance, He discloses to us His 
Divine Heart; His longing desire being to inflame us with a grate- 
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ful return of love. “Son, give Me thy heart!” is His pleading 
invitation to all. 

From us the Heart of Jesus desires a practical love. Love is 
devotedness; it is a sacrificing of self. The world has grown cold 
and torpid in the love of God. For Jesus there is no room anymore. 
To re-enkindle our souls, to light up anew the flames of charity, 
our Lord shows to the world His love-glowing Heart as a reminder 
of the greatness of His love. Truly, only the most heartless can 
resist such a tender appeal. 

Whenever we behold a picture of the Sacred Heart, let us 
make an act of love, saying with heart and lips: “O my Jesus, I 
love Thee, I give Thee my heart, give me Thy holy love!” A 
single act of love is of immeasurable merit. A single sigh of fervent 
love merits more than can be obtained through laborious work. 
St. Aloysius, by interior acts of love, rose in a short time to an 
astonishing degree of sanctity. Nothing dispels Satan more quick- 
ly when he tempts us than an efficacious act of love. Hence 
St. Francis de Sales advises us to make acts of love in time of 
temptation. 


The Heart of Jesus Encircled with the Crown of Thorns. 


The crown of thorns encircling the Heart of Jesus typifies the 
wounds inflicted upon It by the ingratitude wherewith men re- 
quite His love. Nothing is more painful for a loving heart than 
to see its love despised. The greater the tokens of love received, 
the baser the ingratitude. From the crib to the Cross, what 
more could our compassionate Redeemer have done for us? Ah, 
His amiable Heart has loved us to excess and as a supreme 
manifestation of His love and burning desire to remain with us, 
He instituted the wonderful Sacrament of the altar. The Heart 
of Jesus wished to become the food of our soul! 

But, alas! precisely in this Sacrament of love, the most painful 
wounds are inflicted on His Sacred Heart. Hear His sorrowful 
complaint to the confidante of His Eucharistic sufferings: ‘Behold 
the Heart that has loved men so much that It has spared nothing, 
even to exhausting and consuming Itself, in order to testify to 
them Its love. But in return I receive from the greater part of 
mankind only ingratitude, by reason of the contempt, irreverence, 
sacrilege and coldness shown Me in this Sacrament of love. And 
what I feel still more is that hearts consecrated to Me treat Me 
thus!” 

Our Lord revealed the devotion to His Sacred Heart espe- 
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cially to obtain reparation and atonement. For this reason He 
appeared in the Sacred Host to Margaret Mary, and united this 
devotion most intimately with devotion to the Blessed Sacrament. 
Those who venerate the Sacred Heart of Jesus should have great 
devotion to the Holy Eucharist. 

If a father is grievously offended by one of his children, the 
others feel urged to console him and show all the greater marks 
of affection. Our Lord expects the same from those who sin- 
cerely venerate His Adorable Heart. Without this reparation the 
devotion to His Sacred Heart would not be complete. Just as 
children of the world pursue pleasures, the friends of the Heart 
of Jesus should hasten to the tabernacle. Our Lord desires espe- 
cially the Communion of reparation, and has promised a great 
grace to those who receive Holy Communion on nine consecutive 
first Fridays. Friends of our Savior, let us console the Eucharistic 
Heart of our Jesus in these days of infidelity and sin. 


The Heart of Jesus Surmounted by a Cross. 


The Cross proceeding from the Heart of Jesus is a testimony 
of our Lord’s love for us; it reminds us particularly of His bitter 
Passion and death. We cannot be devout clients of the Sacred 
Heart if we are unmindful of the tokens of His love. In remem- 
brance of His bitter Passion and death, the unbloody Sacrifice 
of the Mass is being continually offered on our altars: “Do this 
for a commemoration of Me” (Luke xxii. 19). “For as often as 
you shall eat this bread or drink the chalice you shall show the 
death of the Lord until He come” (1 Cor. xi. 26). To suffer 
and die for one’s enemies is the greatest proof of love. “Greater 
love than this no man hath, that a man lay down his life for 
his friends” (John xv. 13). 

Many saints are represented holding a crucifix in their hands 
as a sign of their special devotion to the sufferings of Christ. 
Holy Church numbers more than fifty persons who bore the 
sacred stigmata in their body. Countless are the revelations of 
the saints regarding the precious graces connected with devotion 
to the Passion of our Savior. Our Lord once said to Blessed 
Angela Foligno: “Those who seriously meditate on My Passion 
are in truth My children; the others are so in name only.” 

St. Augustine declares: “A single tear shed in remembrance 
of the sufferings of Christ is of more value than a pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem, or a year’s fasting on bread and water, if it be not 
performed with the same love.” On this account our Divine 








Tabernacle and Purgatory 61 


Savior wishes the devotion to His Sacred Heart to be practiced 
especially on Fridays. On that day He gave the highest proof 
of His love, and we should make Him a return of love by patience 
in our sufferings. Love for the Cross is the fruit of true devotion 
to the Sacred Heart. The perfection of love consists in pure 
suffering. The way of the Cross leads to perfection. What grievous 
afflictions the saints endured! They realized the infinite value 
of suffering. 
The Wound of the Heart of Jesus. 

Devotion to the Sacred Heart originated the moment the 
Heart of Jesus was pierced with the lance. In the Adorable 
Heart touching mysteries lie hidden, and the contemplation thereof 
is most fruitful and abounding in grace. Various fathers of the 
Church, among them the great St. Bernard, call special attention 
to the mystery of the love of the Heart of Jesus manifested by 
Its being pierced with the lance. During His whole life, our 
blessed Redeemer foresaw and desired this wound in order to 
reveal His infinite love for man. 

Blessed Margaret Mary understood this well, for when she 
drew the first little image of the Sacred Heart, she represented 
It with a gaping wound, in which she inscribed the word: “Charites.” 
St. Frances of Rome relates that once she beheld the wound of 
the Heart of Jesus from which gushed forth a stream of living 
water. At the same time she heard these words: “I am Love, 
crying aloud: If anyone thirsts let him come to Me and drink, 
I will satiate those who follow My invitation; it is just for this 
reason that I permitted My Heart to be pierced, that I may be 
able to receive all therein as in a place of refuge.” 

“I have given thee a door open which no man can shut,” 
is a remarkable passage of the Apocalypse which has been quoted 
as applicable to our times. The wound of the Heart of Jesus is 
this wide open door of salvation for the whole world, this secure 
place of refuge for the most guilt-laden sinner; therein he may be- 
come white as snow. This wound is a fountain of immeasurable 
grace and consolations. To those who venerate His Sacred Heart 
our Divine Savior imparts the precious Blood and water which 
issued therefrom that they may offer it unceasingly to the Heavenly 
Father in expiation for their sins and those of the whole world. 
Through this offering we can obtain numberless graces for our- 
selves and others. We should particularly every morning, place 
our sufferings, prayers and labors into the pierced Heart of Jesus; 
there everything will be purified and perfected. 
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How to Enthrone the Sacred Heart. 





Erect a picture or statue of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, as 
on a throne, in a prominent place, not necessarily in the parlor. 
It should be in a room where members of the family will have 
opportunity to pray before it. Decorate the picture or if a small 
altar place a few lighted candles and some bouquets of flowers 
before it. If a priest is present he will bless the image during 
the ceremonial. The picture should have been previously blessed 
if the pastor does not assist. Then the father or mother may 
read the Act of Consecration in his stead, while all the family 
kneel around the throne of the Sacred Heart. 

As a remembrance of this consecration to the Divine Heart 
as their King, every member of the family writes his (or her) 
name on the document. This should be retained by the family 
and placed near the picture of Enthronement. 

See facsimile of this document reproduced on opposite page. 
We furnish these documents at 2 cents a piece; cheaper in 
quantities. The booklet “Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in 
the Home and Consecration of the Family,” contains the complete 
ceremonial of Enthronement. Send for this when ordering docu- 
ment. 10 cents per copy, postpaid. It is an explanation of the 
Enthronement, gives practical suggestions for the day, etc. Should 
you not have a suitable picture, we have a supply as listed on 
back cover of this issue. Will be blessed upon request. 


To the Reverend Pastors. 


God expects every parish to yield fruit thirty, sixty and a 
hundred fold. Priests who zealously promote the Enthronement 
of the Sacred Heart among their parishioners find it a most effi- 
cacious means to renew the fervor of their flock. Some have 
taken it most seriously to heart, and in family after family, through 
their whole parish, performed the Enthronement. Their efforts 
have been blessed, and they, as well as Rev. P. Matheo, have 
experienced the marvels of divine grace. Persons who for years 
had not received the sacraments, returned on that occasion to 
their religious duties. Those families in which you perform the 
Enthronement will be your staunchest support. This consecration 
will be a bond of union between you and your people; it will 
produce charity and peace, uniting all to the King of Love in the 
most Blessed Sacrament. 

It is Rev. P. Matheo’s desire that every priest should spread 
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the Enthronement in his parish. In virtue of his very calling, the 
parish priest has ipso faéto the right to promote this devotion 
among his parishioners, to foster its spirit, to encourage its propa- 
gation and to take part in the family consecration. 
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Be a Promoter of Devotion to the Sacred Reart. 





How pleasing to our Lord the devotion is to His Divine j 
Heart, may be inferred from the inexpressibly consoling promise 
which He made in favor of those who zealously espouse His . , 
cause: ‘‘Those who promote this devotion shall have their names 
written in My Heart never to be blotted out.’”’ Our Lord wishes 
those who love His Sacred Heart to be apostles by spreading 
this devotion. To encourage them, He gives the most sublime, 
the most comforting promise. Ought not this reward promised 
to our zeal in the worship of the Sacred Heart be sufficient to 
rouse and stimulate the most indifferent heart? 
What happiness to occupy such a distinguished place as in 
the Adorable Heart of Jesus, to be assured in such a special 
manner of the love of His Divine Heart, to be thus protected like 
the apple of His eye, and that, to our last breath, — ineffaceably ! 
This is nothing less than the assurance of the grace of final 
perseverance and life eternal. We are amazed and profoundly 
moved at these words of our blessed Savior and we ask: ‘‘Lord, 
what wilt Thou have me to do?” ““Venerate My Sacred Heart,”’ > 
He replies, ‘propagate devotion to My Sacred Heart.’ 
The booklets listed on back cover are specially suitable for 
the month of June. Order them — distribute them broadcast! 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE. 


We must warn our kind readers not to send money in coins 
or bills placed loose in letters, as it is altogether unsafe. Whenever 
possible, send remittance by Post Office Money Order, Check or 
Draft. These should be made payable to Mother M. John. , 

All letters concerning subscription, Association of Perpetual 
Adoration, or orders for books, pictures, rosaries, etc. should be 
addressed : 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 


—_—_—___¢ ¢-_______ 


CONTENTS — JUNE, 1919. 


Circular of Rev. P. Matheo. — An Appeal to Pious Mothers, to Christian 
Teachers, to Catholic Educators. — Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the 
Family. — Enthronement or Consecration? — The Decisive Word of the Holy 
Father. — Centre in the United States for the Enthronement. — The Image of the 
Sacred Heart in the Home. — How to Enthrone the Sacred Heart in the Home. 








Rosaries in Fine Jewels 


Corrugated Gold Beads — Most Attractive. | 


Elegant GOLD beads of surpassing beauty and durobility, taStefully carved 
in corrugated-Style and mounted on rolled-gold chain. Cross and center emblem 
finished in Roman gold. Supplied in 3 sizes. Suitable gifts for all. 


No. 3935 Small Beads, length 16 inches, for First Communion $4.00 
No. 3936 Larger Beads, length,17 in. Birthday and Graduation 5.00 
No. 3937 Large Beads, length 18 inches. Wedding presents 6.00 
No. 104 Bridal Rosary — Beads of perfect imitation pearl 

with crucifix 234 inches in length attached. The 

cross is made of real pearl to harmonize with beads. 

Beauty of the crucifix is greatly enhanced by the ar- 

tistic Roman gold relief work with which it is orna- 

mented. Makes a handsome gift, not only for brides 

and young ladies, but also a pleasing souvenir for a 


mother’s Silver or Golden Jubilee 6.00 
Imitation Stone Beads 

No. ror Small beads, rolled-gold chain, different colors 1.35 

No. 102 Large beads, rolled-gold chain, different colors 2.50 

No. 103 Fine cut oval garnet beads, rolled-gold chain 3.00 

No. 1005 Beautiful oblong jet beads, artistic crucifix 4.00 
ST. BENEDICT JUBILEE MEDAL. — Heavily gold-plated, 

% in. in diameter. On chain $2.00 Not on chain 1.25 


Scapular Lockets 
No. 63 $2.50 and No. 64 $3.00; on gold-filled chain, engraved 


No. 66 Not on chain, engraved 2.25 
No. 95 Scapular medallions with rolled-gold-plated rim 0.25 
No 96 Gilt Scapular Medal 0.25 
No. 97. Aluminum Scapular Medals — 3 for 0.25 


Genuine Cocoa Rosaries 


No. 20 Small beads, link or steel chain $0.35 Larger beads 0.40 
No. 21 Medium or large beads, link or steel chain, yourchoice 0.50 
No. 22 Fine, large, oblong beads, unbreakable chain, 2-inch 


nickel-bound cross 0.75 
Crucifixes 

4 inch Nickel-Bound Mission Cross 0.40 

10% inch Nickel-Bound Mission Cross E75 


When remittance accompanies the order, rosaries will be blessed with the 
Dominican, Crosier, and Papal indulgences, and leaflet of explanation will be sent. 
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My First Communion Prayer Book 
Size 4x2 y%, 

Contains special prayers for First Communion and 
Confirmation. There are illustrations of the principa 
parts of the Mass, also other devotional pictures. Written 
in simple language. Price 50 cents. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 





For the Month of Fune 


Beautiful, devotion-inspiring pictures suitable for Enthronement 
of the Sacred Heart in the Home. 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, full figure in. $.50 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, bust - _. 15x » WZ 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, bust - II X SY, 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, with consecration 8 x .10 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, with morning offering 8 x 

Sacred Heart of Jesus 17 x 

Sacred Heart of Mary 7 
When money accompanies order, pictures will be blessed upon 

request. Besides these Sacred Heart pictures we also carry a chotce 

selection of other subjects, tn photo-tone, for Sraming. 


Companion pictures 


17 X 


Booklets on the Enthronement and 
Devotion to the Sacred Heart 


Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the Family 
Six Discourses on the Enthronement 
More Precious than Diamonds 
Per copy 10 cents; 100 copies $8.00 

Magnificence of the Love of God 

Per copy 5 cents; 100 copies $4.00 
True Veneration of the Sacred Heart 

2 copies 5 cents; 100 copies $2.00 
Message of the Sacred Heart 

3 copies 5 cents; 100 copies $1.50 


Collection of prayers in honor 
All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus! of the Sacred Heart and for 
Enthronement. 
Per copy 5 cents; 100 copies $4.00 


Come Let Us Adore! Two Hours of Adoration in Honor of the 
* Sacred Heart. 
Per copy 10 cents; 100 copies $8.00 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 








TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Under the direction of Rev. P. Lukas, O.S.B., at the 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 


In English and in German, eight times a year, viz., May, 

ISSUED June, August, October, November, January, February, 
and March. 

SUBSCRIPTION Per year 50 cents 

PRICE For Canada, Ireland and England 60 cents 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office at Clyde, 
Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. 

Acceptance for mailing at special rate of poStage provided for in seétion 
1103, A& of O&ober 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 
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